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Copyright and the Web

Copyright is part of the family of Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR).



Intellectual Property Rights  
• WIPO Convention (1967)

– Established the World Intellectual Property Organisation

– China joined 1980

• Specialised agency of the United Nations

• To promote the protection of intellectual property

• China: member of World Trade Organisation since 2001 

• Members must include some IP protection in national laws



Intellectual Property: a family of legal rights

• Copyright

• Patents: commercial inventions

• Designs: designs, drawings, computer models

• Trade marks: signs, symbols, logos used to distinguish 
your product

• Can be registered or unregistered



Copyright 
• The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic works 

(1886) International agreement

• China accession and entry 1992

• Copyright exists the moment a work is fixed (work does NOT cover ideas)

• No registration is needed

• Registering the work in China avoids ownership disputes

• China: all works protected for the lifetime of the author plus 50 years

• Includes internet, webpages and images unless otherwise stated



Copyright and Digital Products

• Berne Convention applies

• Must recognise copyright of authors from other member 
countries in same way as own nationals

• The same as a physical object

• Includes code



Copyright law in China  
• Copyright Law of the PRC (1990) 

• Revised and updated 2001 and 2010

• Implementing Rules for the Copyright Law of the PRC (2002)    

• Most works: life of author plus 50 years

• Cinematographic and photographic works and works 
created by a company or organisation: 50 years after first 
publication 



Copyright in China covers:

• Written works

• Oral works

• Music, drama, 
choreography

• Fine art and literature

• Photographic works

• Cinematographic works

• Engineering drawings and 
designs

• Computer software

• Other works provided for 
in law


