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Adding style to webpages with CSS: 
Cascading Style Sheets    

• HTML describes your content

• CSS controls the appearance

• Overrides the default browser style

• Cascade: rules added lower override earlier ones



Function of CSS

• Global styling for your website

• Different style for different sections

• Override default browser styling 

• Control layout of you pages 

• More than one CSS file for your website



Different functions

• Change font 

• Change colour 

• Change layout 



Fonts  

• Serif: Times New Roman
• Sans-serif: Arial, Helvetica, Verdana
• Recommended for the web 

Source (CC BY 2.0): https://www.flickr.com/photos/lemasney/12071493185

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Style: a series of rules

• Selector  
• The element that you want to style
• Declaration  

– The styling you want to apply
– {property: value}     
– Multiple declarations; separate with ;

Syntax
• Selector {property: value}  
• Body {color: black}
• p {font-family: "sans serif" sans-serif} [no gap in value]



Selector 

• Select:
• by element, to style specific elements
• by ID
• by class  
• grouping selectors



h1 { color: red; }
selector { property: value; }
p { font-style: italic; }

Group rules:
h1, h2, h3, h3 { color: red; }

Apply to<id> & <div>



Creating a style sheet

• Simple text file with .css extension (e.g. style.css)

• A list of rules

• Selector and declaration 

• Property and value 

• Rules added lower override earlier ones

A simple CSS style sheet



A simple CSS style sheet

(Note: US English spelling)

body { background-color: blue; }

h1 { color: red; text-align: center; }

p { font-family: verdana; font-size: 20px; }



Point webpage to your stylesheet

<html>
<head>

<title>Example</title>
<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="style.css" />

</head>
<body>Content of web page goes here
</body>

<html>

Note: the CSS is named style.css and is in the same folder



Color (note US spelling)

• By HEXIDECIMAL value (#000000 #FFFFFF)
• RGB value
• Name (16 pre-defined colours)  [e.g. red, blue etc.]

• Full list: 
http://www.w3schools.com/colors/colors_names.asp

• Or see imaging software for web safe colours

http://www.w3schools.com/colors/colors_names.asp


Setting color

body { color: #909 }

h2 { color: red; }

Set line height
p { line-height: 1.5; }



Font type
Specify sans-serif font
body { font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif; }
everything in body, or all text
p { font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif; }

Specify serif font:
body { font-family: "Times New Roman", Times, 
serif; }

For serif and sans-serif fonts see w3schools CSS Font
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_font.asp

http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_font.asp


Specify weight and font size

h2 { font-weight: normal; }
h1 { font-size: 22px; }
h2 {font-size: 15px;  } 
Better to use relative not absolute

h1 {font-size: 1.3em;  }
h2 {font-size: 0.9em;  }



Text alignment

h1 { text-align: center; }   

h2 { text-align: left; }        

p { text-align: justify; }      



Layout

• This is the most complicated feature 

• Not covered here 
• Consult style guide   

• See W3Schools China



Comments in CSS 

CSS comment:
/* anything here will be ignored by the rules */



CSS tutorials

• W3Schools (Chinese language version): 
http://www.w3school.com.cn/css/index.asp
– Interactive tutorials (learn by doing) 

http://www.w3school.com.cn/css/index.asp

