DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING IN AFRICAN
CITIES: EXPLORING THEORIES, POLICIES AND
PRACTICES FROM SIERRA LEONE

WEEK 2 Urban land and informalities
STEP 2.4 The challenges of urban land in Freetown (VIDEO)

Video

This video is available via UCL Media Central. The video can be downloaded
using an icon below the video.

https://mediacentral.ucl.ac.uk/Play/14002

In this video Dr. Victor Kabba and Dr. Alphajor Cham present the
challenges of accessing land in Freetown.

Urban land in Freetown is managed by a wide range of ministries and other
government actors but coordination is lacking, meaning that one ministry may
authorise a development over an area protected by another ministry.

Getting access to land by applying to the government is a lengthy and
complex process that takes many years. Buying land privately is very costly
and risky due to the lack of land titles in Sierra Leone and thus the possibility
for a landowner to sell the same piece of land multiple times. In such cases, it
is difficult to recover the money through courts which are already overloaded
with land cases — 60-70% of all court cases in the city according to Dr Cham.
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